CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Pali Vinayapitaka and its Place in Ancient Tndian

f Thn Pali Vinayapigake is the corpus of the Theraviida Buddhist monastic
m md. as aptly expressed by Mrs. Rhys Davids, is a “thesaurus of monastic
egality.” The texts of this Pitaka set out, against a certain socio-cultural back-
' the rules and regulations governing the external conduct and manage-
mﬂﬂuﬂmmmwmime:nmmuumuamf whose
— as they are even today — go to form a coenobitic community, the

mﬁmﬂﬂhmhmﬂnﬂh—ﬁmlhﬂnhnkbmkmthevm life-time of the Buddha,
%ﬂﬂ texts which, together with much auxiliary material, embody these rules
for the “outward conduct™ of the Buddhist monastic community form part of

L Mre. CAF. Rhys Duvids in her Edivorial Note in Homer, BIUL pixi. Pundsmentally, the
\'hlrlnurhduu'ﬁi:dulnudnurwhfmﬁ:nmmhmmicmmm alihough
It may mot sericely fall within the definition of the term “code” . A “code” is defined wday
o8 & Mwyktematic collection of dtatutes, body of kiws so aranged (o svoid incodsistency and
averdapping”™ (v OO, 2% ), or “an ordetly and authoritative statement of the leading rules
ﬂl"tl*nn:gimn‘rdln‘ (ERc.sv ) ﬂtﬂmymﬁahhmmmmdﬂr-w
eollection” or “an arderly and suthoritutive datement™ of lews is terms of these definitions
Cof. Sulkctiemar Thtt, Early Duddhins Monehis Fiest Todion 859 I!El],;lpl-lf auﬂ:lur‘;
N. Bhagvae, Early Buddhin fwrispradence, Poona, 1939, p.20). Yet the Vinaya rilesare very
mﬂn‘lﬂlﬂwﬁﬂﬂriﬂﬁmﬁﬂnﬂrnﬂm lhﬂmhlhﬂrnlmnnmr fall short
of the modern methads” (Rhagvat, ibid, p 18). Codification iesell is “an advanced form of
legistative development, shd ropeesents the siage wl which all the preceding phuves of
development are woven into a coberent whale” (v WM. Dias, Jurigprudence, London;
1970 Ed., p443). Unlike many other anciont coder of law, the attermpes of the Vinayn ot
systematic classificatinn of miles have, in very larpe measire, been soccrssfil

2. CYERE.,Vol8, pB6; Vin. |, xiii (Introduction by H. Oldenberg), Rbys Davids & Oldenberg,
Vimayn Terrs, 1, ﬁ!ﬁiﬂl,p {n; Hoewer, BDLL povil paceeim; Bhogvat, upocir, p43, The inocy
spiritual dnwhpmﬂuﬂhﬁih:lﬂinhmanfmhulm belongs mane (o the sphere
of the DHuinuses. The “external” aumdwi-wﬂhmwhmpm
V. Arthadidema 1. 5.

3. Vin Ll (inmoduction by Oldenberg). Oldenberg sdds that the Vinaya canaot deal with
purely ethioal questions, “except so far as these affoct such outwird conduet™ of the Hoddhist
miastic community [loe cif ).




