CHAPTER 4

dtical Tolerance’ : The General Buddhist Attitude

we presented the Buddhist classification of the religlo-philosophic
at of Buddhism mainly as it is given in the Brahmajala Sarta. In this
= will discuss the Buddhinl attitude 1o this religio-philosophics view -
The Buddhist attiwde, as Jayatilleke has rightly put o, has been one of
srasice from its very inception.

o important points that we have to take note of us they will throw much
& subject. First, we have o nole the Buddhist emphasis on the foct it
s 10 be understood by everyone (or himséll, The Buddha did not
' dhtri’hhtmg ready-made transcendental wisdom for everyone. He
ople to get at the Dhamma by themselves (paccatam veditabbe).When
pﬂeﬂtﬂd a theory the Buddha would naturally ask him “Do you know
1 ;ammlt‘ 2 This attitude 15 cpitiwnised 0 the Buddha's unwillingness
dition, beursay cic, o8 means of knowing the Truth." In the Kalama Sutta
| Kilimas not to sceept things on the ground of wadition, hearsay, con-
. with scriptures, respect to the teacher elc* One might here reasonably
nder, however, whether the presence of the Buddiia would not ltself constitute

gn guthority. The Buddha has done his best 1o avoid such a situation, “Among
ers Of religion”', writes Rahula

¢ Buddha (if we are perminted (o eall him the founder of a religion in the
ar sense of the ferm) was the only tescher who did not claim to be other
# human being, pure and simple. Other teachers were either God, or his
nation, in different forms. or ingpired by him. The Buddha was not only o
i being: he claimed no inspiration from any god or external power
gither. He attributed ull his reafisation, atainments and achievements 1o
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