CHAPTER 3

e Buddhist Analysis of the Religio-Philosophical Scene

fe friwve already secn how vivid and complex was the religinus environment in the
the Ruddha. Philosophically, Tndia had, so fo speak, come of age. Almost
‘held & philosophical position. and many were highly interested in
ually schematizing their views, The fascinmtion of the concept of ‘difthi
4 people 1o reformulate any simple phservation, as a ‘view' thereby giving
more weight. For instance, Brahmana Vassakiir, 8 minister of king Ajatasatiu,
16 the Buddha that he considered (i.e. his *view” was it is good to report things
sy were seen, heard and felt.' Brihmana Janussoni claimed (L.e. his view) thit
; 5o man who does not fear death.” These ullerences could be passed over
common sense’ remarks but were given added strength when explicity
1o as ‘ditthis’. “Digghi’ is a wechnical term used in philosophical and
contexts, with 4 meaning roughly equivalent to the comman sense USAge
n' today-implying a knowledge of the (sbsolute) truth. This tendency of
ying thoughts with such a strung word shows us how trendy this theorising
as. People prided themselves in the novelty of thelr own dirhiy. Some difthis
considered important enough to be passed from one generation 10 gnother and
\e inheritied dirthis from their forefuthers. A dancer, for example, inherited &
m his family, claiming that a dancer wha mukes people happy and laugh
heaven for this good act.”
ariance given 10 the ditthis can be seen in the typical way that people used
n a monk when they saw him for the first time, The monk was asked
s his digthi and what ditthis he had leamed from his teacher. " Vada' wis
‘word used 1o mean difhi and this also was used 10 enquire inio one’s

SO,

oliferation of ditthis and widas wus bound to lead people into opposition and
‘arpuments. Reasoning, speculation and meditation or whalever other means they
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