CHAPTER 1

“The Historical Inheritance of Buddhism

st everywhere in the Buddhist scriptures we find “Samaga Brahmapa® (Skr.
atia Briihmuyi) us o very interesting compound term used to refer 1o the back-
e of Buddhism. This is 2 key word in coming to an understanding of the religio-
losaphic milicu of the Buddha's tine. Samaa and Brahmana ropresent the fwo
in traditions of Indian thought: Healmana We orthodox, Samana the heterodox. The
includes religious movements like Tninist, Ajivakism and vanous other
ijitka movements. The orhodox religion was Brahmanism which-included
and Upanisacic thinking.

“To which of these sroups Buddhism belongs is # probleni to many scholars. Schol
wrs like Sie Monier Williams', Radhakrishnan’, Coomaraswamy’, sugges! that Bud-
1 was i protestant school 1o the Vedic-Brahmanic tmdition. Williams writes,

... acareful examinution of the two systems proves that they were not only
elosely related in fheir drigin, but that the separation and antagonism which
afterwards took place between them were never 5o great as 1o exclude the
prospect of their ultimately drawing pivards euch other again by mutual
sympathy and attraction, amd even actuully blending: the result of this final
union being, in my opinion, the production of the later farms of Vaisnavism
and Saivism. Indeed, the worshippers of the god Visnu, in their ldeas of
liberty, fraternity and equality, in their ahstinence from Injury, nd benevo-
lence towands all ereatures, in their hero-worship, deification of humanity
anel fordness for images, have always seemed 0 me to be more than hall
. Buddhists.*
~ However, Pande wriles to the contriry that Jainim andl Buddhism weze nol the fruit
 of anti-ritualistic tendencies within the religion of the Bralunanas, but that the
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