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The short drama or one-act play is a major genre of modern
Sinhala theatre. This genre of drama is staged mostly in drama
competitions and festivals. Play producers of younger generation
who are keen to mak e experiments on the stage use this genreas a
medium of self expression. Boththe content and form of these short
dramas have special characteristics of universality and locality in
plot, characters and situation and they discuss human problems
which are addressed to the deep-rooted emotions of personal and
social life.

Based on the writer's observations and research, new trends
and the dramatists of the contemporary Sinhala short drama
tradition are discussed in this article.
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