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EDITOR’S PREFACE

In 1965 Dr. Bandaranayake submitted his B.Litt. (Oxon.) thesis on “The Vaulted Brick
Image-Houses of Polonnaruva”. After being awarded this degree, he was advised by the
Oxford authorities concerned to continue his research at the Institute of South Asian
Archaeology of the University of Amsterdam with a view to obtaining a doctorate, while
remaining attached to the University of Oxford. At the request of this university a special
arrangement was made by which I acted as Dr. Bandaranayake’s supervisor from 1965 till the
summer of 1972. The present book is the result of Dr. Bandatanayake’s “Dutch Period”.

We both look back with warm feelings on these years of close collaboration in which we
shared a deep interest in the rich cultural heritage of Sti Lanka and during which a profound
personal friendship sprang up. The publication of the present book marks the end of a period
in Dr. Bandaranayake’s life and it is with a sense of loss that all of us in the Institute of South
Asian Archaeology now take leave of him on his return to Sti Lanka. We have greatly
appreciated his active contributions to the building up of close cultural relations between Sri
Lanka and our Institute. In this respect he continued the efforts of a number of predecessors
with all of whom the Institute continues to have close contacts—a band of men dedicated to
the preservation and interpretation of Sri Lanka’s cultural past whom Dr. Bandatanayake is
now going to join.

That the publication of this book was made possible by a grant from the Netherlands
Organization for the Advancement of Pure Reseatch (Z.W.0.) is a mattet of profound pet-
sonal gratitude on the part of the editor. Howevet, in addition the Institute as such is extreme-
ly grateful for this generous support which has enabled it to produce in a fitting manner
a piece of research carried out in our workshop. Dr. Bandaranayake has rightly acknowledged
the unstinting help of several members of the Staff of our Institute who devoted a vast amount
of time to the final stages of this book. That this publication with its many intricate problems
as regards lay-out could be produced in such a first-class manner is due to the continued
support and advice of the Staff of Messts. E. J. Brill, whose Ditector Mt. F. C. Wieder took
a great interest in its production throughout its various stages.

This book re-examines and interprets the material uncovered by a hundred years of
archaeological research and exploration in Stri Lanka. Although thetre have been a numbet of
tepotts, monographs and articles on various aspects of the architecture of the Anuradhapura
Period, this is the first attempt at a comptehensive treatment which examines the distinctive
characteristics of this tradition and places it within the wider context of South and South-
East Asia.

It seems a happy coincidence that the present volume in the seties “Studies in South Asian
Culture” appears on the fifteenth anniversary of our Institute.

J. E. vaAN LoHUIZEN-DE LEEUW
Director of the Institute of South Asian Archaeology

University of Amsterdam, summer 1974.
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