Abstract

The primary objective of this study is to undertake a critical analysis of the notion of Nirvana
as found in early Buddhist thought and the latter schools of thought represented by
Madhyamika and Yogacara. The study has undertaken in-depth readings of the Pali Sutta
Pitaka to locate the ideas of Early Buddhist thinkers; and for Madhyamika assertions, the
study relied on the readings of the Salisthamba Sitra, Sadharmapupdarika Sitra,
Astasahasrikaprajiiaparamita Suatra along with Ven Nagarjuna’s sitra composed for the
Miilamadhymakakarikavatara, namely Prajaapradipa, Akutobhaya, Buddhapalitavritti,
Prasannapadatika; and the satras found in the Bodhisatta Carazaya, namely,
Siksasamuccaya, Madhyamakavatara. For the Yogacara school, the study reread the
Larikavatara Sutra, Dasabhizmika Sitra, Mahayana Satralarikara, Abhidharma Samuccaya,
Vijaapthimatrazasiddhi, (Visatika and Thisatika Karika) and Madhyantavibhagasastra.

The first chapter of the study introduces a comprehensive survey of Early Buddhism on the
following aspects, namely: the idea of Nirvana, Prathityasamuzpada, the four noble truths,
Nirvapa Pratipada, Viiriana Samudaya and Nirodha, Karma Vigrha, whether Nirvana is a
state of being or non-being, Early Buddhist thinking on the philosophical debate, early
Buddhist assertion on the existence or non-existence of the Tatagata after parinirvana,
Susinitava, Samsara-Nirvana concept as well as the Early Buddhist idea of Nirvapa as a
totally liberated state. The next chapter will introduce the Madhyamika Gurukulaya,
Madhyamika Nirvapa Vigrahaya, Prathityasamutpadaya, the Four Noble Truths, Bodhisatva
Pratipadava, Viiiana Samudaya and Nirodhaya, Karma Vigrahaya, whether Nirvana is a
state of being or non-being, Madhyamika ideas on philosophical debate, Madhyamika ideas
on the existence or non-existence of the Tatagata after parinirvana, Sanyatava, Samsara-
Nirvana concept and the idea of the state of Samma Sambuddha. The third chapter will focus
on introducing the Yogachara Gurukulaya, Yogachara Nirvana Vigrahaya,
Prathithyasamutpadaya, the Four Noble Truths, Bodhisatva Pratipadava, Viisiana Samudaya
and Nirodhaya, Karma Vigrahaya, whether Nirvapna is a state of being or non-being,
Madhyamika ideas on philosophical debate, Madhyamika ideas on the existence or non-
existence of the Tatagata after Parinirvana, Sunyatava, Samsara-Nirvana concept and the
idea of the on the existence or non-existence of the Tatagara after Parinirvana. In the fourth
chapter, the study focuses on the similarities of the three schools, Early Buddhism,
Madhyamika and Yogacara schools of thought on the notion of Nirvana. The conclusion
states that thought the representation of Nirvapa in the three schools of thought have their
differences and similarities when it comes to Dukkhanirodha philosophy, both Madhyamika
and Yogacara schools show reconciliation of thoughts and ideas.
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