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oning in children is a leading cause of paediatric hospita];

ublic health concern. The patterns and trends of poiso l'lsatmn
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Background: Acute pois
and represents a major p
influenced by the availability an
social, cultural, and economic factors.

Methods: This cross-sectional study reviewed all pediatric acute poisoning admiss;
Valaichenai Base Hospital from July 2023 to June 2025. Data on demographic sml?s 9
type, and outcomes were retrospectively collected using a structured checklists S
after a pilot of five cases. Administrative clearance was obtained to access the I:::;e‘:
n

bedhead tickets. Data were analyzed with SPSS version 22.

(lgs;l:/ts: During the study, 79 children were admitted with poisoning, mostly bo
casés, ogv;;ldot;;sz jﬁ::ntli;f; a)lle;(r)sisf:i?g).s 1(X3ccgi;e)ntal ingestion accounted for almost :li
.8%) among adolescents. Pharmaceuti
;:;i:?;g;:;.?;m:? eégents (36.7%), followed by household chemicals (3 ?Ze"zt)lcandtsi
il (10.1(,%) :n ; icide-related cases were recorded. The lucky money plant (11.3%),
S (0. Ob, p.ara.cetamol (8.8%) vxfere the frequently used toxins. Most children
servation; one (1.3%) required transfer, and there were no deaths.

Conclusion: Paediatri o

previous hOSPital-bZ:::l 1:;’11;;) ml}g tr?nds at Base Hospital Valaichenai are consistent with

household agents. Much of e; o Ijanka, with plant poisons being more common than
of the associated morbidity and mortality could be prevented

through sim
: ple measures such a :
Chlldpl'oofpackaging_ s parental education, safe medication storage, an
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