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h ve complied o service of 34 years in the Sri Lanka Poice, and during
this period 1 had an opportunity to work in almost all the areds of the
sland. An important factor that I replized in my career is the need of
wim of causes rather than punshments zing. In order to acheive
this, One has to kind out the roots of causes for crimes. Five years ago,
" there were 12,000 Prisners. Today this number has increas to 330,000
returning 461 out of them 1o serve fresh terms.

A survey his revealed that S0% of the tsland's crime is re-
ported from the Western Proviene. Availability of drugs is predaminant
in this p::uéin::.-v'mﬂc heroine s being freely used. The survey also
reveals that 75% of the prison inmates serving sentences in Sri Lanka

have links to drug offences. Of them 90% of the inmates are from the
Western Province. A further 90% of the eriminal groups have made it to
Colombo in the Western Province, which is their center for operational
activities.

It the light of the above revelations, with my second assign-

ment in charge of Colombao in November 2003, | realized the mecessity

of conducting & survey of those who are sentenced o prison due fo

drug offences and other criminal activities. From the survey neports it s
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