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The Objective of this stidy is 1o examine whether the concept of verbal
stress is found in Sinhali and the function of stressed and unstressed
vowels mspeech: Analveing the percention of short i of longe vawels
groups, it is possible wy none. that long vowels in 4l positions of a
miultisvllable wonl we percetved Better, than comesponding shart
Manophthangs (short and long rare percerved better. thi diphthogips

short vowel faf as 7af; it wis identified by the suditors in the ahsolute
Beginning ol word in 33.33 % of all presentations, in the middle of
4 ward this vowel was perceived as /e, in 60 % of Presentanions. in
the absolute end of & word this vowel was more ofien perceived s i
centril one.

The concept of a verbal stress as it 15 understod i Inclo-Europeun
languages is notrelevant for the Sinhale language. (In Ressian, for example
the stress is Suenckamental for: word-building, as it derermiites the meaning of

e word (¢ atieteamakicastle b= ol i éleamokd (pad-tock). 1 ec=oiplacull
V=t Ed=diplacid( pavi aii iddomalar home b=l ard amadflionses) eic.
The distinction here is wot only i the stress). The stressed vowel in those
languages 1§ pronounced more tensely und loneger, than unstressed, The
recogmized vowel distion means that the given vawe| is stressed. The
utistiessed vowe! sounds shart and less ten sely. The concept of 4 lons/shor
vowel s ancorporated in the system of phonemes of the Sinhala lanpuage.
There is a question, whether it 15 possible 1o state, that long and short vowels
phonemes in the Sinhalh langunge function in speech as stressed and
unstressed vowels in Russian, forexample. According o the Sheherba Sehool,
unstressed vowels are not special phonemes, but position allophanes of
stressed vowels, therefore in the phoneme transcrption stressed and
unstressed vowels are designated by the sarhe svimbal, Existing distinctions
between long and short vowels in the Sinhala language are marked dilferently:
two different leters are used in writing: 1wo different svmbols are used in
Lranscription.



