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tly enriched with two epics - the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, These great
the classica) Sansknit Hiterature have a noteworthy influence on religious thought,
add literary works of Indiin people from the hoary past. In the modem scholarly world
is considered as the central principle point on which the study of religious soctal and
nd contemplations of Indian tradition are reflected. The epic Mahabharata is
e of Krishnadvaipayina Mavadeva on 4" century B.C, but thisepic has got its
seviral decades (Le berween 4% century B.C -4" century A.D). Inthe Ramavana,
mii-1he practice and duties of the family life (the second stage of the life according
ures) is nurrated. But the Mahabharaia deseribes the four means of eternal goal-
‘artha’-the wealth, *kamea” the chaste and * moksa’- the liberation-the ultimate
v. Inthe Mahabharata, the word Dharme is stited as the code of conduct that should
or the benign stability of this morthal world and the world beyond death.

rd peligion in ancicnt India ismeant by the term = Dharma ™ (Dharman), which denotes
jrips-*law, usage practice, customary observance or prescribed conduct, duty; right,
morality, religion, religious merit, pood works” ete. (Monier Williams). When the denvation
"Dhirmcs’ is b "'ri-+mak, the word signifies the meaning: from which all wealth could
e The second resulting form is as follows: “dhring +man= which retains all the approved
world. The Mahabharata prescribes these meanings in several verses:

ranit sraveti divermo hi dharaad vetd niscyayaly (X190, 18) righteousness is called
i, bevduse it helps the acquisition and preservation of wealth.'(M N Dutt)

anad dharmam itvalnodharmo dharayate prajai’ Karpaparvan{ V11L69.58)
ma (marality) 1s so-called because 1t protects ali™. (M N Putt)

Brihadaranyaka Upantshad mentions that after creation o' the universe the Supreme

the disharmony among different entities, and consequently to maintain harmony created
s concept of Dharmais represented in the Mahabharara ina strong manner. To clarity

in, itis said in the 1427 chapter of Shuntiparvin that code of good conduet is dharma

(Lokavatramihaike tu dharmam prafurmanishingh (X11.142.19) and nighteousness
hich *prevents injury to creatures”— "Dharanad dharmamityatmrdharmena vidhritah
(XIL109.11).
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