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afthe Europeans in the Indian Ocean. their attention was mainly focused
sland located ina strategically very important place in the Indian Ocean. The
pean explorers in the Indian Ocean, landed in the beach near Colombo
-. ﬂf the king DhumI:J;Mrukrumﬂbﬂh:f L‘{ I{ 1433 1513A. D] i[!. Korte

: king Don.Juan Dht'lrmn;me’a. they became the legal rulers of the Kotre
conguer the other Kingdoms in the island. In particular, they continuously

ortant. Menikkadawara, one of the most important places during the
in the low land wet zone in Sri Lankaz,

kadawara (latitude 1150 fi from MSL) is located in the Warakopola
galle district, Sabaragamiva provinee in Sri Lanka. Al present, more than
abit this vil lage. Menikkadawaraand its adjacent area had a very long
Vihe prehistoric period. Dorawak Kanda cave, a cave which shows 6000 years
near Menikkadawara. (Wijepala 1997), After the prehistoric period, the
 can be seen with drip ledge caves located at the bordering area of
ely Salgala, Lenagala, Mampita and Humnvala All of these inscriptions are
) period, (Paranavitana1970). The above ares was also important in the
Dedigama, a place quite close to Menikkadawara was the hirthplace of
i Polormaruwea period, (Godakumbural 969:06). According to the literary
of the Menikkadawara Rajamaha Vihara goes back to the Gampola peniod.
Tisara Sandesha describes about an ancient Bo tree as *Ella Kola Himi”.
- Sometimes it may be the Bo tree of this temple. Inaddition, this temple had a
er of artifacts like ancient Ola leaf books, reliquaries caskets, seulptures and
o deoins show the historical importance of this ancient Rajamaha Vihara, (Bell

lenikkadawara is located in a strategically very important place. This place
borderline of the Kotte and Kandy kingdoms. (Abeyasingha 1995:132).
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