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Serutinizing goddesses, interrogating religious traditions: some
methodological issues
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The study of religion has primarily been undertaken from the disciplinary bounds of sox
anthropology and psychoanalysis. It has anly relatively recently become the suhjw of historical
and particularly in the Indian sub-continent, since the 1920s there have been serious

the growth of religious traditions, institutions and ideologics in specific historical contexts. Asy
engaged in the study of religious processes and a feminist involved in issues of women's et
1t may seem more than coincidental that | have chosen to focus on the study of goddess
traditions in early Indin over the past decade. Itis this complex interweaving of subject positio
seck to interrogate for myselfand other scholars who seek to understand and provide meanir
regard to the evolution of goddess traditions, the significance attached to poddess cults, their
int pantheons and hierophanies, and their place in the making of religious ideologies, | would
illustrate with reference to some cults and traditions, and also indicate the possible directions:
such research agendas may lead.
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