i -;fmmm and Folk Lare FCSSL 2004

Vaghya Murali: folk tradition of Maharashtra

Mrudula Paranipe - Tere !

India has been witness to the dancing girls in the temple who were popularty known as Devdasis. T’11¢
present study was conducted on the Vighya Murali Folk Tradition of Maharashtra Vaghya Murli
rmale and female children are offered to God Khandoba, a local malevolent deity. Study focuseson the
explottation of marginalized groups (econommeally poor people, women, and children). This stidy og
Vaghya Murali has documented this gradually declining tradition: Tradition has 1ts own peculiar aspects
suchas practice of devoting children to God, peculiar Kinship alliances, family organization as well gs
has applied significance in terms of understanding social problems associated with this tradition such a
exploitation of women, potenitial health hazands, unstable family units ete. The research was conducted
in Jejuri where a temple of God Khandeba is situated. Jejuri is placed in Taluka Purandar, Distrigt
Pune. The researth used an ethnography approach. Data was collected from key mformants with the
help of in depth interviews which helped in getting first hand information on lives of Vaghva Murali. |
also locused un'the “emporany™ nature of families that they form. In depth interviews were also conducted
with the local priests who threw light on the commercialization of this folk tradition and the professional
relationship between Vaghya Murali groups and local priests, Focused group interviews were conducted
with the groups of Vaghya Murali on the tradition as a whole, their perceptions of Vaghya Murali being
the “offered children™ to God and problems faced by them. Case examples and observations were
helpful m collecting dam. NGO activists working on problems faced by Muralis were also interviewed.
The results showed the existence of traditionally and legally disapproved relationship between Vaghya
and Murali; its tmpact on Muralisand their children. Muralis are exploited by the religion and sufTer
from social, economic and legal problems, This tradition has been found to be a hindrance in achieving
the goal of hurman well being.
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