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activities in the settlements m Dry Zone of ancient Sri Lanka seem to have been mainly
imnnﬂﬂads. urigation system. The general condition in the Dry Zone necessitated a

erince o o systemalic irngation pattern. The tank, dam and canal bear witness to the
ing imgenuity of ancient Sri Lanka. Within this irrigation system there (lounshed an

i1 18 a systematic natural open hydraulic system accepting and rejecting the tncommy and
water freely without restriction. The calchments ecosystem includes geological structure,
climate, gradient and shape of the basin, vepetation and finally human action, The above
e the formation of the stream network is # single component, Thus, the village tank
. ll:l the first and the seeond order while major and mediom tanks are seen o the third,
fifth order stream, The river basin is physically shaped by the flow of the stream in line
and the lineage patterns in the Drv Zone. The nature of these pattems has greatly influenced
aulic technology.
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