Proceedings

of the

Fortieth Annual Session

SRI LANKA ASSOCIATION

FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

DECERBER 1984

PART |

“Widya Mandiraya”, Vidya Mawatha, Colombo 7
SRI LANKA




SECTION D

SOME ASPECTS OF BIOLOGY OF TWO JUVENILE RABHIT FISHES
SIGANUS TAVLS (NINNEUS) AND SIGANUS ORAMIN (BLOCH & SCHNEIDER)

WAL Indrasens t and M. D, S, Wijeyaratne? _
il Bttt H e tgenty, Crow Island, Colombo V5. *lepd af Zoology.
tigiversity of Keloniva.

The foold and feeding habits, morphological features associated with feeding and some morphometric:
ol tw juvenile rabbit fishes Siganus javis and 5. aramin from Negombo tagoon antl Puttalam lagoon wero studicd.

The digt of 5. jovey and S, oramin from both localitios indicated that they are herbivores. A negligible
ot uf annied matter was found in 8. arantin from Puttalam lagoon. The coinpasition of the diet ol diffcrent
wve groups of the cime species was also found to vary from cach other. Morphologicalfeatures suizh as the shape
T I{;u'slt'mn of mouth, the nature, number, size and the sPncingHur gill rakers, tecth and mean relative ol

lengih of both species were observed (o be related to their feeding habits.

Morphometric parameters of both fish ypecies inMegombo lagoon were compared with those in Putjash
Jugoon to investigate whether they are of two stocks. Dut those parameters alune were not enough Lokss
coticlusion. i




