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Mo underatand the uature aud extent of junior partnership in the cojumial
mlministration during the period under reviow it in necessary to have some
fﬂ-ﬁj_fﬁiﬁi‘ug changes in colonal policy ax applioable to Si Lanka, and the
structure of its polities and of the admiiistration. The (olebrooks « Cameron
Commission was a landmark in colunial palicy as applied to Sri Lanks, Hither.
to the British hnd generally followed & policy which carried forwasd the system
which they had inherited from the Dutch in the Maritime provinees snd from
the Kandyan Kingdom. The fow changes which they made had as its main
ohijective the stability of their political power andd were changes in emplaais
rther than in direction. The Colebrooke - Casmeron recommendations AW
s attempt to introduce a far more liboral, liiesen - fuire aod utilitavien
ok mnd  comeepts in the nidministration of the colony. Muag of the reform
proposals of L debroke and Cameron were accapted et the Coloninl Office,
whiih was influeneed  in its decisiont more by the idoological and political
environment prevailing in Eagland at the time, patlier than by an adequite
pomsideration of the conservative reactions in the eolouy or by nn assesament
of future prospocts.  This backgronnd ax well ws luter ohanges of emphasis
in coloninl poliey resnlted i making the aotual implementation of the reftrm
proposals & balf - hoarted exercise ruther than an enthusdastic respanse.

T colonies sueh s Sei Lanka, where thero werelarge indigenous populations,
ontrenched traditional stroctures, il tradition Bound sorig-economic systems,
wnil where large scale European calondeation was not o feasibility, it was
inpvitable that some sharing of power with indigenous elitist groups was a
necessity. Prior to 1858 this was seen in the sssocistion of the Madaliyaes sl
sther headmen i the administration of the Maritime provinees® and with the
Kandyan chicfs after the vession of tho Kandyan Kingdom in 1815 By 183,
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