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 As cluarly definesd in tho oldest of Buddhist seriptures, the  Buddhist
DhikERi-sanghs were dn ondir of monks who hal oomumitted thomealves Lo &
of homelsssness bn the practive of the higher ileals of the religion,  The
e rubes are very spocifii showt the nioessity for the monks (o refrain from

e aviivities such as the posesion of nstarial woalth, sl thus the
of wenlth wis the very basis of the monk's Life. These sarly moniks
’Eﬁ no pormanent lving quarters snd the poripatetic dhnrpeter was considered
§ idoal! However, in time to come, miLy mnﬂlﬁ{ﬂn&l prrae to b B#H.hl.ilhmi
womu of them gradually developod mtn institutions not only providing
wlter to lnrge groups of monks and ontering to their neods, ut ko frto
httﬂﬁ?&umm owning various types of property of eeomomie  valuo. It s
~ eiessary, therefure, before prodeeding to the min dissussion of the coonmmie
- life of the Budihist momsstecie in the eacly midiovel period, 10 trive tho
developments that led the saighe, which was originally b groug of wandoring
ﬂwﬂm vheorving very strict niles of non-attuchient 1o temporal woalth, to
necopt verious kinds of gifts ol ccopomic valus, a praction that ultitately
Toel to the trwnlirmition of the tmonstic estallisbments into propert y—owiiug
arganizatione.

“Ax long as the swigha continued to donsist ooly of windering aseetics, M

qnuat:mn of any proporty other than their fow personsl movable balungings,
did not arise. Hence the acceptsnce of property of esomomic value by the
gl wos closely conneeted with the clisnges i the Tifio sty b of thes ucrmmunif?
© which pradually lost its onginal peripatetic charaeter. How amd  why this
© ehange took place i not veey olsar.  Bukumsr Tt on cortain interand
wvitlenos of the Visajpitaba, has nreivad st the conclusion tht, hu.ﬂn]; vl
together as & ctanmuiiily during thi  dossdede or the monsoun rnin-rotreat,
at least somo minks miy have continged to live in the sume dogse (¢loistor)
ki Uhe nent-sisan perind ws woll.  Further, he deass sttontion to the term
dedsihn (which means monks bilonging to wn Godss) in the: meﬂh ansd
argues that slongside the old dles of the swighs of the Fonr Quatters (3 o
the univorsul susghe). 5 new coneopt of the m#gka helongingto separte odsws
also osme into oxistenco? The Vimagapilaks bs Delieved to o one of the

1B Thith Berly Buddisst Monsdehivm, Loodon, 1924, j'p.'i'u iT.
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