PARALLELS IN POETRY : 1450- 1650
SRI LANKA AND ENGLAND
LARSiMI DE  SINVA

For the reader habituated to English pootry eartain Sinhals verses front
16t] eentury onwards provide interssting teshnical and themstio parallob
bined with striking dissimilsrities, Traging thess to their sauses may
instructive to those interssted, not only in the olear light of ratiovination
surrowids formal poetics but in the rich obseurity, the complex commingling
of personal and soeietal factors from which the ereative impulse springs. A
similurity between horial fabrics of eeomemic and technoligical levels may
well result in n similarity of content and tochniquo in the poems of two widsly
separated rogions, even If the extent to which this neours is nocossarily limited,|
due  to uu'it-un.l. divergenoe. :

For instance, there are resemblancos betweon the poetry of the Kotte pariod.
and the Elizabethan and esrly Jacoboan poetry : the eluborate desoriptidng of
towering odifices, of sportive damnets, of vwrnal wouds pnd flowering gardens
in such Jong marrative poems as the Kwaz Jitnka and hathila Kieyaya, often
with maellifluous and long-drawny  pattern= of sssonsnce  snd  rhyme, |
paralleled by oecasional verses in Spenser's Faerie Queene.
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13th Canto Faerig Queene

No tree whose hrunches did not bravely spring
No branch whereon s fine bind did not sit

No bird but did her shrill notes aweotly sing

No o but did contein o lovely dit

Trees, branches, birds and songs were furmed it
For to allure frnil mind to careloss ease.

It may be pointed out that the Faerie Queen works through the medium of
ullsgory whils the two Sinhala poems convey their moral message more avertly.
This directiess, like that of Chancer’s narratives, i nscessitated by the fact



