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SEAWAYS TO SIELEDIBA

Changing Patterns of Navigation in the Indian Ocean
and their Impact on Precolonial Sri' Lanka "

R A L H GUNAWARGANA

“Among  the Indians it poos by the nama of Siolodibh, but the
Puagang eall 16 Taprobane.,, As its position is ocutral, the inland i &
great resort of ships from all parts of India, sud from Porsin and
Eth: Iupm. and in lke musaner it despaiolies many of its own to foraign
ports.’”  ( Keswmos)

“The Sinhalese people nepver  looksd  towurds the sea, and the
uavigators ‘whom history records were alweys forsigoers. The out-
riggors e theneslves of foreiga nrlgiu. ik B4 Bs mob dn Ceylon that
we dhall really comprelend thiy onean's etory.” (Toussmvnl)

It would have lndecd been a very curious phenomsuad ealling for close
investigation if the people living in an island loeated in the middle of the
Incin Ocean wud known fir conturies for it importance ne & oerbes of
comitigres svinocd no interest Bl navigation s Tonsssint has elaimed. From
avery sarly peciiid in the history of man the Indian Ocean e travarsed by
many ditferent types of voeels earrying merchanta, migrants and misionsries.
Theso oraft varied from 1he sowall cutrigger eanoe to ships desoribied as eapable
of cnrrving a thousind bion hod represeitiog Wis Lighesst lovels of nautical
technology of those times. It wonld have heen extremoly difffcult for  the
8ti Lankons not to be inynlved and infloeneed by thess developments o the
utiligntion of the ses around them.

ﬁuﬁnnhug to the Buddhist commology prosentiod i the  eunumentury
enlled Paramatihejotika, the Jambudvipa, together with three other land-
masses which supportod homan habitation, was located in the Gront Openit
While this ecanception peislsted in cormological thought, the period of worly
navigation in the Iudiag Ocean witnesed the riee ul;iﬂ,\ view that thers were
sovernl different seas wach with ite specinl eharnotoristics, in the vieinity

of the Jumbudvips. The Suppiraks Jatakas, for instance, speals of o bﬂip
which left the western const of Tudia and woaa sarried by storm ddbross ﬂl
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