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Abstract 

Printing in terms of its definition is intimately connected with 

technology . In accordance with that ,this is a study of the establishment of 

printing in Sri Lanka; it s nature and evolution. Printing which evolved along 

with the emergence of man into civilized existence, is the result of collective 

invention of man. Several studies have been done about the origin and process 

of printing in Sri Lanka ,but those have been only a very limited attempt at 

making a study of the total social communication associated with printing. The 

purpose of this study is to overcome the limitations of previous studies. 
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This thesis has identified two major issues that arise in relation to the 

origin of printing in Sri Lanka. Before the establishment of printing in Sri 

Lanka by the Dutch ,the Portuguese in their administration of this country were 

engaged in political, economic and social activities for nearly two centuries. 

They had set up a printing press in Goa in India. This study will explore why 

the need for printing in Sri Lanka did not arise under the Portuguese. 

The Guiding Model of this study is the investigation of the social 

structure and the scientific background that enabled the Dutch to establish 

printing in Sri Lanka. The first segment of the methodology is the study of the 

primary and secondary sources. The second category of the methodology is 

field research (Readership survey) to identify the attitudes of the masses .But in 

this study it was not possible to identify people's attitudes through a survey. In 

this survey, it has been possible to cover all the Districts other than those 

affected by the ethnic conflicts. 

In consequence, it was necessary to obtain opinions of experts in this 

field . In this context research has been conducted in terms of Archaeological, 

sociological, Linguistics and communicational factors. I have introduced anew 

the concept, I describe as the "Indigenous attitude". In terms of that I have 

indicated how the definition of printing has undergone changes today, 

discarding the traditional definition. 



Vil 

In the fields where the indigenous attitude had operated it has been 

possible to identify an advanced evolution of orthography. This can be 

concluded by the recognition of the existence of decree ,letter, letter paper, 

grant documents and messages. These are fundamental forms of written 

communication. It has also been possible to establish the fact that various forms 

of communication had also been in use. 

When we examine the situation in terms of printing technology and 

archaeological and sociological information associated with printing technology 

we have been able to conclude that there were certain technologies closely 

related to printing. Here the study of numismatics is specially useful. Several 

facts have been introduced regarding the entry of printing to Far-Eastern 

countries from Europe which acquired the technique of printing from such Far­

Eastern counties as China, before it was mechanized in European countries. 

In many countries in the far-east technology of printing existed on the loyalty 

to rulers and royal patronage. 

When those diminished printing technology deteriorated. When the 

printing technology was mechanized and re- introduced to the Far-East by 

European nations , Sri Lanka too was able to obtain printing through that 

process. 



When we consider the factors relating to the introduction of printing 

to Sri Lanka, we can observe that education, national movements, and religious 

movements contributed towards the progress of printing in this country. 

The Portuguese did not have among their priorities, the issue of printing in Sri 

Lanka. We can also surmise that there have been some systems of seals 

somewhat related to printing in ancient Sri Lanka. Some of these have evolved 

today almost to the level of advanced printing techniques in the modern world. 

This research thesis dealing with the establishment of printing in Sri Lanka ,its 

nature structure and evolution has recognized the manner in which the modern 

printing techniques have linked up with age-old human relations and inter­

cultural associations. 


