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Abstract 

This research investigates the profound impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 

the landscape of international law. The global crisis has not only tested the 

resilience of existing legal frameworks but has also catalyzed significant shifts 

and adaptations in international law to address the unique challenges posed by 

the pandemic. The research examines key areas where international law has 

evolved in response to Covid-19, including public health, human rights, trade, 

and state sovereignty. It analyzes the role of international organizations, such 

as the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations, in shaping 

new norms and guidelines for pandemic response. One of the central themes 

explored is the tension between public health imperatives and individual 

liberties. The legal and ethical considerations surrounding quarantine 

measures, travel restrictions, and contact tracing, highlighting the delicate 

balance required to protect public health while upholding fundamental rights. 

Additionally, the pandemic's impact on global trade and economic law. It 

evaluates the legal implications of export restrictions, trade disruptions, and 

efforts to ensure the equitable distribution of medical supplies and vaccines. 

The role of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and regional trade 

agreements in responding to these challenges is also examined. This research 

conducted quantitative and qualitative data using primary and secondary 

sources. Primary sources include official statements, speeches and policy 

documents. This research considers the role of international legal mechanisms 

in promoting global vaccine distribution and ensuring fair and efficient 

vaccine deployment. This research underscores the dynamic nature of 

international law in responding to the unprecedented challenges posed by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. It highlights the need for continued cooperation among 

states, international organizations, and legal scholars to adapt and strengthen 

the international legal framework to better address current and future global 

health crises. 

Keywords: Covid-19, Global Crisis, International Law, International 

Organizations 

                                                      
1
 BA Honours in International Relations, University of Kelaniya 

  achinidissanayaka06@gmail.com 

 


