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idrixlafIamh  

,laÈj b;sydih úuid n,k úg wkqrdOmqr hq.hg wod< iudÔh" foaYmd,ksl" wd¾Ól yd 

ixialD;sl jYfhka úoHudk idlaIH fndfyda m%udKhla Ys,df,aLkdY%fhka imhd.; yels h' 

ft;sydisl f;dr;=re uQ,dY%h úuid n,k úg l=fõ‚h" ix>ñ;a;d f;r‚h" wkq,d ìij" 

fyauud,d l=ußh wdÈ m%N+ ldka;djka ms<sn| f;dr;=re yuq jqj o idudkH ldka;djka ms<sn| 

f;dr;=re i|yka jkafka b;d w,am jYfhks' ta wkqj l%s'mQ' 3jk ishji isg 10jk ishji f;la 

w;S; ,xldfõ ldka;djka ms<sn| f;dr;=re .fõYkd;aul j wOHhkh lsÍu yd wkqrdOmqr 

hq.fha ldka;djg ;;ald,Sk iudcfha l=uk wdldrfha Ôjk rgdjla Wreu jQjd oehs hkak 

úu¾Ykh lsÍu fuu m¾fhaIKfha wruqK ù we;' m%Odk jYfhka epigraphia zeylanika iy 

Inscriptions of Ceylon lD;s mdol fldg f.k f;dr;=re /iafldg tu lD;sj, ldka;djka 

ms<sn| j i|yka jk fi,a,sms" .=Kd;aul m¾fhaIK l%ufõoh hgf;a úYaf,aIKh flreKs' 

tfia wkqrdOmqr hq.hg wh;a Ys,df,aLkj, i|yka f;dr;=re wkqj meyeÈ,s jk lreKla kï 

wkqrdOmqr hq.fha ldka;dj iudcfha jeo.;a ia:dkhla ysñlr f.k isá nj hs' tfuka u 

ry;ka jykafia" NslaIQka jykafia" NslaIqŒka jykafia fjkqfjka f,ka mQcdlsÍfï § uQ,sl;ajh 

f.k lghq;= l< msßi w;r ldka;djg o m%uqLia:dkhla ysñ j ;sfí' rc flfkl=  úiska rÑ; 

fi,a,sms fndfyda m%udKhl rcq ye¢kaùug rcqf.a uj ms<sn| j f;dr;=re i|yka l< o" f,ka 

,sms rpkd lsÍfï § ta tla tla ldka;djf.a mshd fyda iajdñmqreIhd ms<sn| j o i|yka lrñka 

weh ljfrl=f.a Èh‚hl oehs" ljfrl=f.a ìß|l oehs hk wkkH;dj fmkajd §ug lghq;= 

l< nj wkdjrKh fõ' ta wkqj wkqrdOmqr hq.fha ldka;dj iudc" foaYmd,k" wd¾Ól yd 

wd.ñl lghq;= i|yd il%Sh j ;u odhl;ajh ,nd § we;s oehs hk wOHhkhg wjYH idOl 

fndfyda m%udKhla Ys,df,aLkj, i`oyka j ;sìKs'  

m%uqL mo: wkqrdOmqr hq.h" ldka;dj" foaYmd,kh" iudch" fi,a,sms 
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Abstract 

When examining the history of Sri Lanka, a lot of social, political, economic, and cultural 

evidence of the Anuradhapura period can be provided from inscriptions. When examining the 

sources of historical information, although there is a considerable amount of information about 

elite women such as Kuveni, Therani Sanghamitta, Queen Anula, Princess Hemamala, etc., 

less information is mentioned about ordinary women. Accordingly, the objective of this 

research is to investigate the information about women in Sri Lanka from the 3rd century BC 

to the 10th century and to investigate what kind of lifestyle the women of the Anuradhapura 

era inherited in that society. Mainly based on the work Epigraphia Zeylanika and Inscriptions 

of Ceylon data were gathered and inscriptions that contain information about women were 

analysed under qualitative research method. According to the information mentioned in the 

inscriptions belonging to the Anuradhapura period, it is clear that women occupied an 

important position in society during the Anuradhapura period. Also, women played a prominent 

place among the people who took the initiative in offering caves for arahants, bhikkhus, and 

bhikkhunis. Although many of the inscriptions written by a king mentioned about mother of 

the king to refer to the king, it is revealed that when writing cave letters, the father or husband 

of each woman was mentioned to show the identity of the daughter and whose wife she is. 

Thus, it can be concluded that the women of the Anuradhapura period have actively contributed 

to social, political, economic, and religious affairs. 
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