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idrixlafIamh 

fmrÈ. mqrdK ikaksfõok ixfla;hla f,i u;aiH ,l=K iudc.; ù we;' fmros. rgj, 

fuka u fndfyda ol=Kq wdishd;sl rgj, o merKs igykaj, u;aiH i,l=K wka;¾.; jk 

w;r Y%S ,dxflah mqrdK f,aLkj, o u;aiH ixfla;h i`oyd idOl yuq fõ' fuu 

m¾fhaIKfhka úuid nef,kafka ,dxflah n%dyaó fi,a,smsj,ska y÷kd .; yels u;aiH 

ixfla;fha ikaksfõok iajNdjh ms<sn`o j hs' cd;Hka;r uÜgfï jHdma;shla fmkakqï lrk 

u;aiH ixfla;fha foaYSh w¾:l:kh fln÷ o hkak fidhd ne,Su;a" YsIagdpdr.; wm%lg 

f,aLk l%uh jgyd .ekSu;a fuu m¾fhaIKfha wruqKq fõ' ,dxflah Ys,df,aLkj,ska 

ksrEmKh jk u;aiH ixfla;fha foaYSh w¾:l:kh fln÷ o@ hkak úuid ne,Su fuys 

m¾fhaIK .eg¨j hs' ,dxflah u;aiH ixfla;fha ikaksfõokd¾: .fõIKh lsÍfï fhda.H 

uQ,dY%h jkafka Ys,df,aLk neúka fuu m¾fhaIKfha m¾fhaIK ksheÈh jYfhka f;dard 

.efkkafka m%dlD; hq.fha rpkd jQ n%dyaó Ys,df,aLk hs' fuu wOHhkh" .=Kd;aul m¾fhaIK 

l%ufõohg hg;a j m%d:ñl uQ,dY%h f,i lafIa;% wOHhkh" iïuqL idlÉPd iy fuu úIhg 

wod< m%d:ñl .%ka: wOHhkh isÿ flßKs' .%ka: yd m¾fhaIKd;aul lD;s oaú;Shsl uQ,dY%h 

f,i fhdod f.k we;s w;r i`.rd" mqj;am;a ;D;Shsl uQ,dY%h f,i mßYS,kh lr we;' fulS 

l%ufõo Tiafia o;a; /ia lr úYaf,aIKh lsÍfuka n%dyaó fi,a,smsj,ska ksrEmKh jk u;aiH 

ixfla;fha foaYSh ikaksfõokh fln÷ oehs wjfndaO fldg .; yels h' m%dlD; hq.fha 

Ys,df,aLkj, n%dyaó fkdjk ixfla;hl iajrEmfhka flaj, j yd fjk;a n%dyaó fkdjk 

ixfla; iu`. ñY% ù nyq ixfla;hl iajrEmfhka o u;aiHd igyka ù we;' ta wkqj u;aiH 

ixfla;h i`oyd Èh yels w¾:l:k lsysmhls' flaj, u;aiH ixfla;h u.ska reyqKq m%foaYh 

md,kh lrk ,o O¾urdc mrïmrdj ksrEmKh fldg we;s w;r u;aiHd iy .rdÈ jeg hk 

ixfla;oajh igyka ùfuka zouZ hk m%dfoaYSh rdc mrïmrdj iy z.uKSZ hk mrïmrd kduh 

ksrEms; h' fudjqkaf.a fmdÿ kduh jQfha l;r.u laI;%shhka hkqfjks' tu ksid frdayKfha 

ks, ,dxPkh f,i ;u wkkH;dj oelaùu Wfoid u;aiH ixfla;h Ndú; lr we;s neõ is;sh 

yels h' tu`.ska foaYSh rdc mrïmrdjla fuu u;aiH ixfla;h Ndú; lf<a hehs ;yjqre lr 

.; yels w;r ,dxflah Ys,df,aLk wOHhkh lsÍfuka u;aiH ixfla;fha ,dxflah Ndú;h 

fln÷ o hkak wjfndaO fldg .; yels úh'  

m%uqL mo( m%dlD; hq.h" n%dyaó fkdjk ixfla;" n%dyaó Ys,df,aLk" u;aiHhd" ikaksfõokd¾: 
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Abstract 

The symbol of the fish has been socialised as an ancient communication symbol in the East. In Eastern 

countries as well as in many South Asian countries, ancient records contain the fish symbol, and 

evidence for the fish symbol is also found in Sri Lankan ancient writings. This research examines the 

communicative nature of the fish symbol that can be identified in Sri Lanka Brahmi Inscriptions. The 

objectives of this research are to find out what is the local interpretation of this symbol of the fish, which 

shows an international expansion, and to understand the hidden writing system of civilisation. The 

research problem is to investigate the local interpretation of the fish symbol depicted in Sri Lankan 

inscriptions. Therefore, since inscriptions are the appropriate source for exploring the communicative 

meaning of the Sri Lankan fish symbol, the Brahmi inscriptions composed in the Prakit period are 

selected as the research sample of this research. Subject to a qualitative research method, field study, 

interviews, and primary literature study related to this subject were used as the primary sources. Books 

and research work have been used as the secondary sources and magazines and newspapers have been 

used as the tertiary sources. By collecting and analysing data through these methods, it is possible to 

understand the local communication of the fish symbol depicted in the Brahmi inscriptions. Prakrit era 

inscriptions record the fish as a single symbol in the form of a non-Brahmi symbol and the form of 

multiple symbols mixed with other non-Brahmi symbols. Accordingly, there are several possible 

interpretations of the fish symbol. The single fish symbol represents the Dharmaraja dynasty that ruled 

the Ruhunu area and the dual symbols of fish and garadi fence represent the local royal dynasty of “ 

Dama” and the family name of “ Gamani”. Their common name was Kataragama Kshatriyas. Therefore, 

it is possible to think that the fish symbol has been used as the official logo of Rohana to show his 

identity. This confirms that a local dynasty used this fish symbol. Accordingly, by studying Sri Lankan 

inscriptions, it is possible to understand the usage of the fish symbol in Sri Lanka. 
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