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This article on the History of the Christian Church
urgesthereadersto critically examinethe historical
development of the Church while focusing on its
scripturaly - rooted mission for God'sKingdom. The
EKKLESA or the Church hasto be asign of God's
Kingdom while being acounter sign of the Empire,
the Kingdom of the secular rulers. The Crusades,
the Inquisitions and the Lutheran Reformation are
analysed here as the consequences of Churches
reliance on secular powers. However, the renewal
of the Church introduced by the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965) is considered thefirst Council
in history to definethe Church non-hierarchicaly as
the “People of God" urging the Church to be an
EKKLESA.
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See Norman Tanner, New Short History of the Catholic
Church,(London: Burns& Oates, 2011), xv; SeeasoAloysiusPieris,
Providential Timeliness of Vatican |1, (Kelaniya: Tulana Research
Centre, 2013), 10.

Aloysius K. Ziegler, “Pope Gelasius and His Teaching on the
Relation of the Church and State," Catholic Historical Review, 27,
4(1942): 430.

SeeAloysius Pieris, Give Vatican || a Chance, (Kelaniya: Tulana,
2010), 100-101; “ L et the Pope, once more becomethe Vicarius Petri
et Pauli, in accordance with ancient tradition. Let him, we plead,
renounce the title, Vicarius Christi, and give it back to whom it
belongs by Christ's own design: the poor, (the hungry and the
thirsty, the naked and the sick, the homeless and the imprisoned)
from whom it was stolen by Christian Emperors. Let him give an
example also to the bishops who have usurped that title since
Vaticanll (LG 27)!"

See ibid., 104; “[...] the pope is certainly the successor of his
predecessor in the office but not the “successor" of Peter and
Paul; heistheir vicar or their vicemgerens, their locumtenens! The
word Apostle, asapplied to The Twelve, does not allow sucession."
Seealso JM.R. Tillard, The Bishop of Rome, (London: SPCK, 1983),
104.

Austin Flannery (General Editor), Vatican Council I1: The Conciliar
and Post Conciliar Documents, (Bombay: St. Paul Publications,
1975, 323-324.
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Nihal Abeyasingha, History of Christianity: A Graduate Sudy Guide,
(Colombo: Asian Ingtitute of Missiology, 2011) 212; “ Perhapsthe best
portrayal of the pre-Constantine lay person's situation among the
non-Christiansisin the Letter to Diognetus (c. 125) [...] They livein
their nativelands, but likeforeigners. They takepartin everythinglike
citizens, and endure everything like aliens. Every foreign country is
their nativeland, and every native land aforeign country."
Cesornwm, By esoeses 83¢® eeug DG, 36.

See Tanner, New Short History of the Catholic Church, 27; “In the
following year Constantinereached an agreement with his co-emperor
Licinus on apolicy of religious freedom which was enshrined in the
so-called Edict of Milan. He subsequently fell out with Licinus, who
resorted to spasmodic persecutions of Chrigtians, and it was only in
324 that Constantine won a decisive battle at Chrysopolis which left
him as soleemperor."

See Tanner,New Short History of the Catholic Church, 27; “Thiscode
of law, [...] raised Chrigtianity from the status of favoured religion to
that of the only permitted religion. Paganism was banned and heresy
penalized.”

See William J. La Due, The Chair of Saint Peter:A History of the
Papacy, (New York: Orbis, 1999), 45; “The gifts and the privileges
which Constantine showered on the Church, and specialy the Church
in Rome, arelegendary. He gave to the pope the magnificent L ateran
Palace as his residence and financed the construction of numerous
churches and basilicasin Rome and elsawhere.”

See William A, Jurgens, The Faith of the Early Fathers, Val. I,
(Bangalore: Theological Publications, 1992); 90, “ Adver sushaereses
(Against Heresies) 3:3:2.[...] by pointing out here the succession of
the bishops of the greatest and most ancient Church known to all,
founded and organized at Rome by the two most glorious Apostles,
Peter and Paul [...]. For with this Church, because of its superior
origin, al Churches must agree, that is, al the faithful in the whole
world; anditisin her that thefaithful everywhere have maintainedthe
Apostalic tradition."

See LaDue, The Chair of Saint Peter: A History of the Papacy, 95;
“[...] the worsening relations with the Byzantines bring usto a very
painful incident which colored the history between Christian East and
West for nearly 1,000 years. The encounter took placein July 1054
between one of Leo's chosen cohorts, Cardina Humbert of Silva
Candida, and the patriarch of Constantinople, Michagl Cerularius."
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See Tanner, New Short History of the Catholic Church, 158;
“Relations with the Orthodox church were severely stretched in
1204 when western crusades sacked Constantinople, following their
attempt to restore a pro-western emperor.”

See Ibid., 159. Also see Nihal Abeyasinghe, An Undergraduate
Sudy Guide (Colombo: Asian Institute of Missiology, 2011), 226;
“The crusades were a tragic episode of bloodshed in the name of
God, motivated, as we have seen by a mixture of motives —
intolerance, political ambition, motives of devotion etc. It wasa
sacrifice of humanlife out of all proportion to the endswhich were
sought. Unfortunately, the crusades, especialy the behavior in
Jerusalem (second crusade) hardened the bitter feelings between
east and west."

SeelL aDue, The Chair of Saint Peter: AHistory of the Papacy, 324,
“Anecclesiastical tribunal for searching out and punishing heretics.
The Inquisition began in the twelfth century, and after 1232 was
specialy identified with the Dominican friars. Thetechniquesthat
were employed bordered in many cases on flagrant injustice and
unbridled cruelty. In 1542, Paul 111 established the Holy Office as
the final court of appeal in all heresy trial." See al'so Tanner, New
Short History of the Catholic Church, 155-156; “ The use of torture
by the Inquisition, to extract information and confession, was
authorized by pope Innocent IV in 1252, abeit with restrictions.”
See Tanner, New Short History of the Catholic Church, 150-151.
See also Pieris, Providential Timeliness of Vatican I1,39-40.

See Tanner, New Short History of the Catholic Church, 156; “[...]
— indeed the Inquisition protected many individuals from false
accusations, especially women accusedof witchcraft —nevertheless
corporate punishment was frequent and many people were put to
death." See also Pieris, Providential Timeliness of Vatican 11,39;
“Thetorture and elimination of women accused of ‘witch craft' was
an extension of the inquisition. So called witches or sorceresses
were sometimes made to sit on burning coa so that, once their
genitaliawere scorched, they would not be ableto intercourse with
the devil [...]. > ®8wr 8, "©wOFBEmTemn ®9
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See Tanner, New Short History of the Catholic Church, 151-153.
Seelbid., 118; “[...] Alexander V1 (1492-1503), isthe most hotorious
of the Renaissance popes, indeed perhaps of al popes. He kept a
string of mistresses and fathered through them at least ten
illegitimatechildren|...]."

SeeIbid., 118; “Pope Alexander VI celebrated the Jubilee year of
1500 in styleand by granting many indulgences. His quarrelswith
Giralamo Savanarola, the famous Dominican preacher, ended
tragically with Savanarol a's condemnation and execution by burning
at stakein Florence."

SeeB. Coleman, The Treatise of Lorenzo Valla on the Donation of
Constantine (CT: New Haven, 1922).

SeeAbeyasingha, History of Christianity: A Graduate Study Guide,
246-250.

Norman P. Tanner, The Councils of the Church: A Short History,
(New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 2001) 77-87.
Tanner, The Councils of the Church: A Short History, 91; “The
primacy of the popeincluded an “infallible teaching authority," the
decree stated."

SeePieris, Give Vatican Il a Chance, 165; “Vatican 1 is the first
Council in history to define the church non-hierarchical as the
“People of God", treating the bishops and presbyters as ministers
inthe church so defined (LG, 9-7)."
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Y. Congar, Lay People in the Church: A Sudy for a Theology of
Laity (New York 1985).



