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Abstract

With the arrival of new media the internet has invaded the society. It
has become not only an important fertile media with raw materials, but also
a media that creates a very harmful impact on the society. Among the
harmful effects of internet, the effect on school children has become a major
problem. This influence causes a major affect on the school children’s sexual
behavior is a topic that is worth speaking of. Therefore this study is meant to
find out closely internet use and its effect on sexual behavior in Sri Lankan
School children.

Special attention was paid in this research to study how the Sri
Lankan school children used this mode of communication and the difference
it caused in their attitudes and behavior. Accordingly with this aim of
researching how the internet affects the Sri Lankan students’ sexual
behavior, 80 students and 20 teachers of 08 schools in Kalutara district were
used as the sample of this study and the research was conducted using the
questionnaire and interviews. Here this study was extended to find out
theoretical and conceptual details about the child, child behavior,
communication, new media and internet in a broad scale.

[t could be identified that the internet has a direct impact for the
students on building on-line relationships with people whom they meet
through social media and also it effects to change their behavior. The
students carry out private relationship through the internet and also it is
revealed that they misuse the internet as a result the internet has a direct
impact on changing the sexual behavior of Sri Lankan school children.
Therefore there is a need to introducing how to use internet and new media
to the Sri Lankan education system and also there is an emergency need to
include media education into the curriculum. Also this dissertation
emphasizes the need of introducing correct sexual education programmes to
all schools in Sri Lanka.

Key words - School children, Sexual behavior, Media Literacy, Internet

usage, Media Education.




